
"OBERON" HISTORY AND OTHER MATTERS
Mr. Bodansky's Editions
And Other Publications

THE VOCAL SCORE of Wcber's
"01 eron," in the version used at
the Metropolitan Opera House,

-a? bren published by G, Schirmer
\;w York and Boston). This opera
was prepared for the Metropolitan per-
formances by Mr. Artur Bodanzky, but
'here aro evidences in the score. as

n practically everything done at bper-
.atic institutiotis. of n complete lack of
-iympathy with American or Knglish
ideals. "Oberon"was composed to Eng¬
lish words for pcrformance in London.
The author of the book was J.- R.
Planche erstwhile Pursuivant of
Arms and Somersot Horald. Uo
was a man thoroughly versed in
the theatrlcal routine of his period
.nd a prolific producer of plays
and spectacles. He wrote the libretto
of "Maid Marian" for SL Henry Row-
ley Bishop and o?ip based on the sieg»3
of Calais which was designed for Men-
delssohn, who rejected it, as he did
every other opera book but one, whicli
he composed only in part. Inasmuch
as all the lyrics in "Oberon" were set
to the English words and are to be
sung in tho vernacular, It is somewhat
singular that the name cf the author
does not appear upon the titlo-page of
Seblrmer's publication, while that of
the translator of a dozen short recita-
tlvcs does. One might have expected
tba% if Mr. Podanzky was to make a

new version for an English perform-
ance he would have gone to the orig-
luai text for the recitatives which take
the place of the spoken dialogue, which
w-as largcly sacrificed to fit the work
for tha German stage. He did not do
this, but wrote his own. Planchc's
lines are stilted, turgid ancl out-
modrd, but they have not been bet-
tered by the twofold transformation
first into German opcratic jargon
and then back again into English. The !
abbreviation of the text has generally
been done by * a heroic operation.'
Puck's recital to Oberon of the sen-

tence passed on Sir Huon by Charle-
magne omits* all allusion to the fact
that the punishment was unjust, since

Charlemagne's son, who was killed by
the Knight, had treacherously waylaid
the latter and deserved his fate. Much
fault might be found with Planche, but
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more must be found with his para-
phrast. A single example must sulhco.
Planche:
Slay hun who sita upon Huon's

right hand. Then kiss and claim his
daughter as thy bride."

Bodanzky's translator:
"Slay the man who sits to left of

him; and kiss the daughter Rezla
thereupon before them all as thine
own bride."'

Since Oharlomagne is Karl der
Grosse in German Messrs. Bodanzky nnd
and Baker compel us to hear his name

pronounced in four syllables with ;r»
accent on the penult, which will not
be Rrateful to nativo ears. ln view of
the spirit in wluch operas are listened
to, these nre no douht small matters;
but they are signiticant as indieations
of the artistic knowledge and sincerity
of our much-vaunted operatic institu-1
tion. The Schinner publicntion is a|
iine example of musical typography,
and Mr. Bodanzky has provided it with
a preface scttine: forth the essential
facts in the history of the work, to-j
gether with an index to lhc details of
his revision.

From the presses of the Oliver Ditson
Company, Boston (New York, Charles;
Ditson & Co.7, comes a book which will
be a boon to the professional givers of
song reci'als and the amateur lovers
of songs, and and will awakei, recollec-
tions of some of the pleanantest hours
ever spent in the music rooms of Amer¬
ica in the minds of thousands of music
lovers. The title of the volume amply
tells its character. It is "My Favorite
Folksone;.-'," by Marcella Sembrich.
In it are at least a score of national
lyrics which used to figure on the pro-j
grammes of Mme. Sembrich's song;
recitals and as many more which had
her admiration, but which she did not'
sing in public but had selected as char-1
acteristic of the peoples whom she
knew. There are cullings from two
dozen national and racial fields, all
with the original texts, Enjrlish trans-
lations and pianoforte accompaniments.
To look through the pages is to hear|
echoes of songs of which the audiences
only a few years ago seemed never to
gvt their fill: "Stesk" (Bohemian)J
"Cai lon la" (Canadian), "The Three
Ravens" (English), "Das Muhlrad" and
"Sandmannchen" (German), "Czillag"
(Hungarian), "Se amor mai da vu se

vede" and "Che t'ho fatto" (Italian),
"Kom kjyra" (Norwegian), "Uklad"!
and "Coz ja nieboraczek" (Polish),
"Dalekaya bliskaya"' and "A suisida"!
(Russian), "('omin' Thro' the Rye"
(Scottish), "Xar jag blef sjutten ar"
(Swedish) and the wonderful "Ainte;
koimesou" imodern Grecian). Intro-j
ductory to the songs are a biographical
sketch of Mme. Sembrich and por-
trait and a preface in which she dis-
cusses the artistic value of folksongs
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and their relation to art Ronprs. Hero
aro soiiu- of her extremcly pertinent
observation?: ¦.

"In introducinc folksongs into myrecital programmes I was by no means
actuated solely by a desire to serve
educational ends. Finding a great deal
of plcasure in the songs because of
their melodic loveliness and simplicit>
and tln- genuineness and warmth oi'
their sentinient, in which I could not
help recognizing phases of the emo¬
tional life of the different people of
the world. 1 felt that their melodic and
rhythmical beaut.v and naive eloquencewould vyin recognition in the concert
room and thnt the songs would bear
comparison with the best products of
the modern masters of artistic song.Iii fact, it iK by bringing folksongs and
art songs into juxtaposition that thc!
influence which the former have had'
upon the latter can best be shown.
The songs of the people can thus helpartists and the public to an apprecia-tion of the oroducts of the great com
posers. Can any one hear the strophic
songs of Schubcrt, Franz and Brahms
without perceiving in them an echo of
German folksong? Are not such songs
as Brahms's Sonntag,' ' Der Gang
/.um Liebsten,' 'Minnelied' and 'Der
.Tager' permeated through and throughwith the spirit of folksong, and is nol.
the same influence observable also in
their structure? Modern civilization
has atrophied the faculty which created
the folksong almost everywhere; but
its spirit is stirring to-day as never
before within over a century."
The mere mention which wa;s made in

these columns a week flgo of "A Bi'rth-
day Greeting and Other Songs," the
words by Emily Niles Huyck, music by
Frank Damrosch and illustrations by
Helen Therese Damrosch (New York:
C. Schirmer), was not all that the;
pretty Christmas book deserved. The
pictures in colors by the composer's
daughter disclose a line talent and also
a gracious imagination akin to that
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which playa also through the musical
settings. Thesi- are just such music as
the ingenuous poems ought to have.
simplc in melody, expre'ssive in decla-
mation, harmony and figuration, and
full of ingenious charactemation in
the pianoforte accompaniments tlie'
rustling of leafagc, murmur of winds,
twitter of birds, etc. ln two of the
songs the vocal tune is superimposed.
on independent dance melodies, one in
thepentatonicscale of Japa'n ("The Lit¬
tle Girls of Far Japan"), another with
the lilt of nn English country dance
("Posies, Look Your Best To-day").

II. E. K.

When "Oberon" Was Last
(iiven in New York

To the Kditor of The Tribune.Sir: J'he last performance of "Ober¬on" was at Xiblo's Garden, November2, 1870, with Caroline Richings-Ber-naril (Rezia),Zelda Se-uin (Fatima),William Castle (Sir Huon), A Laur-
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enco (Sherasmin), John Chatterton,
later known as Signor Perupini (Ober-
on), Miss Coodwin (Puck), etc. The
Academy of Music production with
Parepa-Rosa as Rezia nnd most, of the
above east occurred durinp the pre¬
vious season. Some local chroniclers
of that period state that there had
been no other performances here since
Wcber's opera was sung at the old
Park Theatre in 1829. Tietjens, whose
Rezia, or Reiza, was one of her best
parta -I remembcr her "Ocean, thou
mighty monster" did much to keep
"Oberon" on the boarda in Great Brit¬
ain, and Trebelli in her prime was
equally popular as Fatima.

A. E. G.
New York, Dee. 2<i, 1918.
Sir: Readinp to-day the fine article

on the production of "Oberon" at the
Metropolitan this week, and tindinp no

particular note of a performance I
attended nearly fifty-five years apo, l
am tempted to write you of an old
libretto I found while searchinp for
the "Forza del Destino" book last
week. It Is 6V2 by 8 "2 inches in size,
of indifferent paper light-brown tinged.
I quote the title page, in the centre of
which is a portrait of Parepa-Rosn, in-
closed in a laurel wreath, entwined
with the names of Haydn, Rossini,
Bellini, Handl, Mozart and Verdi. H
rcads: "Parepa-Rosa; Grand/English
Opera,'Oberon'; Music by Weber. Price.
00 cents Nev/York, 1870." Parepa's hus¬
band, Carl Rosn a line violinist in his
day conducted. 1 think it was sunpin
the old Park Theatre, Hrooklyn, oppo-
site the then City Hali. I have not the
east. It was probably a one-week sea-!
son. The only artist I can remembcr
otherwise was Rose Hersee, and that
probably was that in "Marriage of
Figaro".sung durinp the week -she

tbeing of very slight build, and Parepa
quite the reverse, much taller and heav-
icr. In the change of costume scene
the inimitablc Parepa, with an arch
planceovi-r the footlights, sang, "If You
Can Imagine It," which "brought down
the house." In "Oberon" I remembcr
her renderinp of the aria, "Ocean, thou
mighty monster," was especially tine.
If I remember rightly there were .sev¬

eral popular local singers in the com¬
pany. Could one or two have been!
Castle or Campbell ?

Truly \ours,
MARY F. WALTON.

Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. 2:2, 1918.
The English companies headed by

Mme, Parepa-Rosa and Mrs. Rich-j
ings-Bernard, containing such singers
besides as Mrs. Seguin, Rose Hersee
(whom I heard last in London in 188G),|
Castle, Campbell, Edward Seguin (a
buffo-bass of distinpuished ancestry),!
Henri Drayton and others. pursued very
different ideals in the late 00's and
70's of the last century than the.
American singers now holding forth
at the Park Theatre. It was from them
that I first heard operas like Mozart's
"Marriage of Figaro," "Don Giovanni,"
Beethoven's "Fidelio," Wcber's "Frei-1
schiitz" and "Oberon," besides French.
works in the lighter genre."Fra Dia-
volo," "The Prcwer of Preston," "La
Dame Blanche," and such English
operas as "The Bohemian Girl," "Mari-
tana" and 'The Lily of Killarney." And
this was not in New York, but in Cin¬
cinnati. Opera in the vernacular
mipht make greater progress if it went
backward for a speace. H. E. K.

Music ISotes
The music division of the New York

Public Library has received a tine gift
of modern orchestral scores from the
Society of the Friends of Music. These
works, principally of French and Rus¬
sian composers, have been chosen, so
far as present conditions in the music
trade allow, to meet the demands of
concertgoers for the repertory of tlie
orchestras of this season. There are
numerous examples of Debussy, Ravel
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D'Indy, Roger-Ducassp. Paul Dukas,
Florent Schmitt, Stravinsky, Skryabin,
Gliere, Tscherepnin, Rimsky-Korsakov
and Sibclius. Also thc important \v0rk3
of Peruccio Buaoni for orchestra, his;
< riginal piano compositions and trans-
criptiona of Bach, and his opera "Die
Brautwahl."
Rudolph Ganz, unablc to keep his en-

gagements last fall in Paris, will give
'he receipts from his" New York recital
to the Societe Mutuelle dcs Professeurs
du Conservatoire, Paris. This recital
will take place in Acolian Hall on
Thursday afternoon, January 23.

Concerts to Come
January 7- Aeolian Hall, Enimii Rob-

erts. contralto; New York Chamber
Music Society. January 8- -Aeolian
Hall, Vahrah Hanbury. January 10.
Aeolian Hall, Arthur Shattuck. Jan¬
uary 12 Carnegie Hall. Efrem Zim-
balist. January 13- Aeolian Hall,
Yolanda Mero. January 11.Aeolian
Hall. Berkshire String Quartet. Janu¬
ary lii Aeolian Hall, Genia Fornari-
ova. January 18- Carnegie Hall, Alma
Gluck. January 30 Aeolian Hall, Ro-
land W. Hayes.
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New Year's Eve., at 8:15 and
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FIFTH Bl LTMORE
1 K 11)11 M OHNIX G MUSICALE
Llrand Ballroom,Hotel Biltmore,Jan,10,at 11

S SOCIETY OF NEW VORK ^0
JOSEF STRAN.SKY.Conductor
Carnegie Hall. Friday Aft.. Jan. 8, ut 2:30.

S ALFRED MhOKRI.IN.VTollnblll01s i.l. I. KOVARIK.....Viola
MII/AHT DOUBLE CON< KKl'O
Kimskj -KorsaUoff "Scheherasade"

Carnegie Hall, Sunday Aft.. Jan'y 5, at 3.

so.oist RAOUL VIDAS
Tlcketa at Box Offlce. Felix !.*. Lelfels, Mgr.
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Aeolian Hall. Friday Aft., Jan. 10 at 3
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SINDAY
Carnegie Hali, 3 p. m. Song recital

by Sophie Braslau. contra-lto:
The Maiden's J.jimpnt, Loved and
Good Night, Gypsy Song (seventh Bong
of the cycle).Dvorak

Ai J'air Ib She as Noonday Light, The
I.ord Is Risen.Rachmaninoflf

Little Star So Bright.Moussorgsky
'lhe Floods or Spring.Rachmaninoff
V'Shomru (A Sabbath evening chant,
Hebrew) . Binder

La Brise .Saint-SaenB
Larmes . Faure
Arabian song .Godard
Noi-1 des Enfants.Debtwy
Madrij?ale, Lu Girometta, Pagina d'Al-
bum, Rispetto, N'on ho parole.

Gabriele Sibella
Accompanird by the composer

linder a Blazing Star.H. T. Burleigh
Bes' ol) All.Walter Kramer
Tell Me Not of a Lovely Lass, Rest...

Cecil Forsyth
Sleep, My Dnrlintr.Mana Zucca
The Minstrel of Romance.Marion IIiiut

Aeolian Hali, 3 p. m. Concert by the
Symphony Society, M. Andre Me
guest conductor:
Symphony No. ?>, 'n E flat, "Eroicu"

Beethoven
Suite cn Quatre Parties.Lorenziti

Henri Casadesus
Overture, "Le Roi d'Ys"..Lalo

Selwyn Theatre, 9 p.un. Concert by
Vera Barstow, violinist) Leo Ornstein,
pianist, and Greta Torjiadie, soprano:
Rhapsody No. 13.Liszt
Rhapsody No. 12. .Liszt

Mr. Otnstein.
The Lnss with the Delicate Air.\me
"Last Night 1 Heard the Nightingale,''

Salters
The Mother's Croon.Ornstein

Miss Torpadie.
"H pleure dans mon coeur,"

Debussy-Hartniann
Song of 1he Niphtinttalc.Sarasate

Miss Barstow.
Nocturne, E flat major.Chopin
Valfie, A flat major.Chopin
Valse, G flat major.Chopin
Ballade, G minor.Chopin

Mr. Ornst«in.
Alabama.Alber' Spalding
Fairy Sailini?.Cecil Burleigh
Ghost Dance.Cecil Burleigh

Miss Barstow.
I7o Clavecin.Dell'Aqua
I.'ciseau bleu.Decreus
Sue (soft-footed snow) in Swedish.Lic
Nar JHjr vlev sjutton ar (when I was
spventeen).Swedish Folk SonK

Miss Torpadie.
Etude, D flat. major.Liszt
Rigoletto Fantaisie.Verdi-Liszt

Mr. Ornstein.

TUESDAY
Aeolian Hali, 3 p. rn. Pianoforte re-

cital by Harold Bauer:
I'relude and Fugue in E minor. .Mendelssohn
Album for the Youns.Schumann
Sonata in D major, Op. 2S iPastorale),

Beethoven
Fantaisie in F minor, Op. 40.Chopin
Irish Tune.Grain>rer
Papillons .(>riept
Three Album Leaves.Grieg
Clair de Lune.Debussy
The Wind.Alkan

Carnegie Hali, 8:15 p. m. Concert!
by the Russian Symphony Orchestra:
Symphonic suite, "Christmas Eve"....

Rnmsky-Korsakoff
Violin concerto .Tschaikowsky

Mischa Elman
Ballet Scene .Glazunow
Intermezzo for strinRs.Naprawnik
Study in C.Rubinstein-Altschuler
Polonaise .MacDowcIl-Altschulcr

AMUSEMENTS

H»MSELF IN

5VCT0RYTBAVEIOGUES
CARNEGIE HALL2&&

BEGINNSNG JAN.12
IN ENGLAND
JAN 12 & 13

m PARIS
JAN !9 *v EO

IN FRANCE
JAN. 26 S- 27

AT THE FRONT
FEB. 2 & 3

IN ITALY
FEB. 9 & 10

COURSE SALE MON. DEC.30
MPrkgs,Courje Tlcfceh>,*S M-.V3-

JJBWWIMMIIIIIII ilinwiMiii.

METROPOLITAN OPERA
Mon. Eve. at S 15. Marta ncinpel Hotner;

Caruso, Dldiir, MaJatesla. Cond., Hodai
Wid. New Year's Mat. at 2, 1$) to $5) Aida. M zlo,

Homer; Oimi, Montesanto, Mardones. Cond., rapi
Wed. Nlaht m 8:15 Tosra. Karrar; Ma

Sootti, Malatcsta.. Cond., Mon
Thurs. ai 8, Cavalleria Rusticana. Kaston Pei

A'.thouso, Chalmer.,. Cond., Mortinzoni. Coq d'Or.
GarrisomDIaz. Dldur -GalU, Bolm C I.. Monteux

Fri. at 8. "II Tabarro," "Suor Angellca" and
"filanni Sohlcchl." Farrar Muzio, Easton; Crlmi,
De Luca, Montesanto. Cond., Moranzoni

Sat. at Manon Lcscaut. AJda; MarUneUl,
Scotti. Segurola, Reiss, Bada Cond., I'api.

Sat. at 8, SiH-.-ial I'erformancc. Forza del
Destino. Ponselle, Gentle; Caruso. De Luca, M.,r
Iones, Chalmers. Cond Papl

To-NlQHT! "'->. SZ.
Concert at 8:30 Claudia Muzio
Prices from 30c. to $2. Robert Couzinou
ENTIRE ORCHESTRA. Cond., HAGEMAN.

UAilDMAN 1'IANu USED.

AEOLIAN HALL, Tues. Aft.. Dec. 31. at 3

PIANO

RECITAL
Benefit Union Settlement Music School
Mgt. Loudon Charlton. Mason & Hamlin I'lano.
.AEOLIAN HALL, Sat. Aft., JAN. 4, at 3
FIA\<)
RECITAL

GU90MAR NOVAES
Betieflt Prot'essors' Assoeiation Paris Cor.sirTatoryMgt. Lnuiiuii Charlton. Steinway Piano.

Carnegie Hali, Wedcesday Eve., Jan. 15

SCHOLA CANTORUM
KURT SCHINDLER, Cond u r
SPANISH FOLK SONGS

EUzabethan MadriKul* and Round.days
Music of the Itnliun Renalssance

Part Songs by Leo Ornstein
Percy Grainger and Balfour Gardner
Vicliets $- to 50c, on Sd!,- at Box Of!'.,-e Now.

CARNEGIE HALL
New Year's Eve,Dec.31,&Jan.2.Aft
RUSSIAN SYMPHONY

SOCIETY OP NEW VORK
MODKST AI.TSt lll i.Kll, Conductor

MISCHA ELMAN
Rim«.ky-Kr>r«>akofT, "Christmas Eve"-Tschalkowsky's Violin ConcertoAft. Program In.Mudes Arei».k> . ¦¦

phowy Nn. 1; Dtorak'n Violin ,-,. H.Tsi-haikowdky's "Kraiii-CHt-u di Kimrni "

beats 30e lo $2. Met. JjuiM Ma^er. stieff i'lano

*¦..¦¦-.«.,
¦Dwm

WEDNESDAY
Aeolian IlaJJ, 3 p. m %*-,,, .by Reinald Wen "* r«'t«!

RinK Out. Wild Bells... rv,,i.. ,.She Never Told Her Love <.%£?».'Night").-.. ) ...... ?'fth
Blow, Biow, Thou W, **»fc
You Like It"). t>,.~,. r*

The v. m* A:.,
,r"ni -r,'."V

Beauty's Ey< 1 -, «»1kt
Tbe Losl hord. ...'.'.' " .\V.,} aul° >i;
The Nfghtingale and 1 &£?«Song of the Street .y fnplKing Solomon and - A-'pr?

>..'!ss»iSgasTHURSDAY
Carnegie Hall Com rt by th# psian bymphony Orchestra:

Symphony No. 1.
Violin concerto .'
....[.ranceRca da Rin Tarh.ii.

FRIDAY
'"' :,!S

Carnejrie Ha , .

by the Philharm '...' 'orit)-~

Overture, "Iphigenie in Aulis" |w»«.'tr.
Concerto for -. iolin i <

chestra J,'
Violin, A. -'- Wl

Variations on an
aymphonic Buite,
1 rivvl* .... cn

Aeolian Hall. 8:15 p. m (',....'the Elshuco Trio: ncer" °-7
Trio in D inajnr, N'o. ', Op 70 *>.,,Trio in I' minor, Op S5 B<*thn-,,, 1
Trio in F major. .No. I, Op lg"<.i., °"8:

SATURDAY
At 8:15 p. m. Conci ri by the Rv»»t,

ony Society: * .e fcynph-
Symphony No. 5... t.u ¦,

her Goose" suite..T«ha.k<rr^Piano concerto in E flat.'..I 31
Overture. "Euryanl ,,.

__^__ .*> ei??-

AMl SEMENTS

JCARNEGIE HALL, TO-DAY atlIBRASLAUjgCONTRALTO METR0P0L'"AN OPERA CO$&-"'.<¦ K» ITA] v;, ,-,,,;
igCARNEGIE HALL, New Year's Day at 3SSV!' JA8CHA

KTICKKTS so.V VT CARNEGIE HAU

[Carnegie Hall, SON. AFT., Jan. 12 it 3

IZIMBALIST
>lin <'. 'ta!-Tickcta at H;>::

(Aeolian IInll. Nctt Year's Day at 3.

Sam, english sox; rechal
.tickkts now at hai

[Aeolian Hall. l-'ri. Eve., Jan. :i, ul !<:15

ELSHUCO TRIO
iAMt'EI.GARDNEK.Vi. VVILLEM

i\\ ILLEKE, 'i RK H Mtl) r.T-
sTEIN, I':- Beethoven.

keta »: Hall

ffAeoiiun Hall, Wed. Aft., Jan. 8, at 3.

tosss HANBURY
LoNi; RKC1TAL Ma

i< \KM..,!i; IIUI llill IflMj ¦*¦

|>\lli;iiAl All.. w«n- ,WUI -.'

lOcK
\ 10M

Z1MBALIST

| CARNEGIE KALLtd Jan.8
FAREWELL CONCERT

'Societ8^«Gi
¦ du Oonssrvatoire
i

HiPPODROME SUN. EVE.. JAN. ttltf

McCORMACK
SEAT SALE THURSDAY JAN. 2

A ..11w\ n tiir \ i ki a;est S, -1
A TO-NIGHT (SUN.) AT *

First Concert De Luxe

ORNSTEIN
Vera Barstow. Greta Jorpwj*.

AEOLIAN HALL. Thur

GANZ
Art. i.n. 23. tt

PIANO
JUX'tfA3-
i^

.Socltte Mjtuelle Ut
\KWT0RK
.,.../i.n uJ iprt|eM«uf»

[>r cea
-a .- .i; Bo

Con -rvotoir.-. Parll S(r,
Bi ti i

iffl iU-Ul«*' !.-»'

maxineki iinri sTfi wjGHTat8:l5TUEATKE lU-iiluni
Kt.iil 1>1 PKQORAM

i^GUILBERT
Emilj 1.....T V vv

I VKEHELL RECITAL sl N. IA ».-¦Jp*.,3.
Dlrei tl Da ..1%.
Aeolian Hall, Tues.. Jan. 1. 8

N.Y.ChamberMusicSoc.
Piano Sti "JJf'Da

.-.,! al moi
SKATS NoW AT Ui LN Or

Carnegie Hall, Tueu. Eve.

KEC1

JSM. I. »:1-'

JACOBSEN
ii.,..

Veolian Hall, Tueh. Aft.. J«"'v '. .'

Emma Roberts
»NTRA L.TO ayga.

¦HcKeto 7Jc. 10 »2. Mgt. Dan'l Mayer. BaiawW tl^j


